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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear distinguished guests,
Dear friends of the Franco-German partnership,
Excellencies, Ministers, distinguished representatives of the French and German Ministries of Foreign Affairs, dear representatives of the Franco-German Youth Office, dear colleagues and friends,
It is a great pleasure and honor to be with you today in Paris.
In 1984, in Verdun, French President François Mitterrand and German Chancellor Helmut Kohl stood hand in hand on a battlefield that had become a symbol of the horrors of the First World War.
That simple gesture became one of the most powerful symbols of Franco-German reconciliation. It reminded Europe that peace, friendship and cooperation can never be taken for granted. They must be renewed and strengthened by every generation.
Forty-two years later, as we celebrate 20 years of the Discovery Days, we continue to carry forward the same spirit of dialogue, understanding and cooperation.
As Managing Director of the ODDO BHF Foundation, it is a great honor to celebrate this anniversary together with our partners from the French and German Ministries of Foreign Affairs, the Franco-German Youth Office, and everyone who has contributed to the success of this remarkable program over the past two decades.
The ODDO BHF Foundation is committed to four areas that are essential for an open, innovative and resilient society: education and equal opportunities, science and research, social cohesion, and culture.
Across all four fields, we share one central conviction: young people need opportunities to discover their potential, broaden their horizons and experience that they have a role to play in shaping the future.
This commitment is deeply rooted in the identity of our founding donor, the ODDO BHF Group. As a Franco-German financial group with roots in both countries, ODDO BHF stands for dialogue across borders, mutual trust and a strong European vision.
For us, Franco-German friendship is not only a historic achievement. It is a responsibility for the present and an investment in Europe’s future.
That is why supporting the Discovery Days is so important to us.
For twenty years, this program has enabled young people from France and Germany to meet, exchange ideas and discover new perspectives beyond their own national context.
It gives them insights into the world of work, into professional opportunities in the neighboring country, and into what European mobility can mean in practice.
But perhaps even more importantly, it creates encounters that change perspectives.
Because Europe is not built by institutions alone.
It is built when people listen to one another, learn from one another and begin to trust one another across borders.
This is exactly what the Discovery Days make possible.
They build bridges between France and Germany. They encourage curiosity, openness and mobility. And they show young people that their future is not limited by national borders, but enriched by European opportunities.
In times of uncertainty, polarization and growing distance between societies, this mission is more important than ever.
I would therefore like to express my sincere gratitude to the Franco-German Youth Office, to our partners from the French and German Ministries of Foreign Affairs, and to all those whose commitment has made these twenty years of success possible.
But above all, I would like to thank the young participants.
You are not only the beneficiaries of this program.
You are its greatest achievement.
Every encounter, every friendship and every bridge built between France and Germany strengthens the foundations of our common European future.
And if we want Europe to remain strong, united and forward-looking, there is no better investment than investing in the next generation.
Thank you very much.
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